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Winter Contractor Memo:
Dear Contractors and others,

The following memo is intended to refresh or clarify procedures and requirements on a few subjects noted around this time of year.

“Temporary Gas” for residential construction: A permanent gas piping installation shall be installed from the meter to a manifold (with shut-offs) located within the future mechanical room area. This gas piping shall be air tested at 25#’s for 30 minutes. Approved temporary gas lines such as copper or approved rubber gas hose can then run from the manifold to the temporary appliance. CSST shall be bonded at the meter or ahead of said piping. 
It is the responsibility of the gas installer to schedule OPU to unlock the meter at the end of the 30-minute air test. 

Permanent gas piping from the manifold to all household appliances, etc. shall be air tested at 25#’s for 30 minutes prior to being connected, put into service, and soap tested from the shut-off to the appliance.

CSST gas piping and similar products require positive connection plates mounted to the floor behind movable appliances with an approved appliance connector. Please make sure these are being correctly installed. 

** Gas and plumbing shield plates: plastic, copper and tubing passing through studs or plates with less than 1” inch wood protection shall be protected by No. 18 gauge (0.0478 inches) steel shield plates extending a minimum of 1-1/2” inches beyond the outside diameter of the pipe or tubing. 2020 MN State Plumbing Code 4715.312.9 (page 24) 

Gas gauges shall be of the 1-lb increment type and be a maximum of 50-lbs gauge so that differentials in pressure or leaks can be easily detected.

Commercial air tests are 6-hour tests for both temporary and permanent requiring two inspections and gauge reads. Please schedule these accordingly. 

Water disinfection forms should be provided on-site at the final inspection. Plumbing | Owatonna, MN


Temporary Certificate of Occupancy’s will not be issued for incomplete construction of the dwelling. All aspects of construction must be completed for final approval. 

An “Erosion Control Deposit” of ($ to be determined) dollars shall be submitted for all projects in which grading and turf has not been established due to winter freeze and snow restrictions. An application must be filled out and submitted with the deposit. This deposit will be deposited into a city account 


and refunded when the turf and erosion control measures are completed and then approved by the City of Owatonna Storm Water Manager. 


Cold Weather Construction Practices:

When temperatures drop below 40 degrees mean temperature additional measures must be implemented to prevent damage to freshly poured concrete and exposed footings and foundations. Blankets and tenting shall be erected allow for proper curing for a minimum of 48 hours. 

Straw and hay shall not be in direct contact with the concrete or ground where footings shall be installed. Heated water and other cold weather techniques must be used during cold weather. Please contact the inspection department if you need additional information. 


Shingling:
It has come to the attention of this department that there exists a practice of putting felt paper on the roof deck prior to installing self-adhesive ice and storm guard protection at overhangs and valleys. This is an incorrect application and must not be done. The self-adhesive products are to be directly applied to the roof deck to meet manufacturer’s installation instructions and MN code provisions. A layer of felt paper may be applied over the ice and storm guard for ease in removal of shingles in future re-shingling applications. A second layer of ice and storm guard products may be directly applied over the first layer (clean of all shingle remains) if needed in the future to avoid cutting the roof sheathing. If you cannot get the shingle remains removed, then the roof deck shall be cut away and replaced with new sheathing. 


Radon:
An under-floor inspection is required to inspect the rock, vapor barrier and sealing of all penetrations prior to any concrete basement or slab on grade being poured. It has been noted that during the excavation for plumbing the 4” rock base is being disturbed and contaminated with clay soils during backfill in some instances the clay soils have blocked the free transfer of gases through this rock base. Please make sure this does not happen. 


Permit Cards:
Please remember to post permit cards in a place visible from the street on all work being performed including shingling, windows, and similar exterior alteration permits. 

Thanks again, should you have any questions or wish to comment on anything you may contact building inspections at (507)-444-4370.

Sincerely,
Ken Beck, Building Official 
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